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THE KIPLING FAMILY HISTORY NEWSLETTER #31          DECEMBER 2024 
 
In the year of the 80th anniversary of the D-day landings, what could be more appropriate 
than a newsletter full mainly with recently released examples of Kipling family service in the 
Second World War. 
 

Kiplings in the Durham Home Guard – update 

 
These records are released 100 years after the birth of the soldier. The first batch was 
reported in Newsletter #22 (see Kiplings in the Durham Home Guard.pdf for all).  Now those 
born up to 1924 can be examined. The most recently released was that of John James Kipling 
of the David family group. At the outbreak of war, he was a 14-year-old newspaper delivery 
boy. 

 

 
1939 Carlile (sic) Street, Stockton 
 

When he enlisted, he gave his age as 17y 7m, but he had lowered his birth year by one, so 
was really only 16y 7m. 

 

 

 

 

https://kipling.one-name.net/Kiplings%20in%20the%20Durham%20Home%20Guard.pdf
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Bob Kipling’s War  

 
My late father Robert Furze Spencer Kipling (not ‘Purse’ as the record below mistakenly has 
it) of the Barningham family group, served in the RAF during WW2. The beginning of his 
official record is below. 
 

 
 
He first volunteered in 1942. He was assessed as suitable for pilot training, and placed in the 
RAF Volunteer Reserve, continuing his civilian work but training in the evenings with the Air 
Training Corps. He was eventually called up in 1944, but was trained as a motor transport 
driver, not a pilot. In 1945, he trained as an aircrew wireless operator at RAF Madley in 
Herefordshire, being promoted temporary sergeant. He trained on board de Havilland 
Dominies and Percival Proctors. However, the war ended and there was no further need for 
flight crew, so he was reassigned to movement contol, including disembarking returning 
servicemen at Liverpool docks, until 1947. Losing his temporary aircrew rank, he ended his 
service as Leading Aircraftsman and temporary corporal. A selection of the documents he 
retained are shown below. 
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1944 WW2 Deaths 

 
Corporal Peter Neville Kipling 
Peter was the third son of Robert and Rosa Kate Kipling of the Dean family group to be killed 
in the war. He had been married to Dora Green for less than four months. He is buried in 
Broomfield (St. Mary) churchyard, where his memorail stone is inscribed ‘HIS TWIN 
BROTHERS BERNARD AND GUY WERE LOST ON AIR OPERATIONS. IN PROUD AND LOVING 
MEMORY’ 

 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 

Essex Newsman 07 March 1944 
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South Western Star 30 June 1944 
 

 
Chelmsford Chronicle 30 June 1944 

 
 

 
Chelmsford Chronicle 22 June 1945 

 
Private Sidney Kipling 
 
Sidney was from the Stackholm Kipling family group, 
son of Joseph and Louisa Kipling of South Church, 
Durham, and brother to Sgt. Fred Kipling who had 
been killed the previous year (see above). He joined 
the 10th Battalion, Durham Light Infantry. They 
arrived on the Normady beaches on 12 June, six days 
after D-day, and went into action inland some days 
later. Sidney was killed in on 28 June 1944 when the 
battalion was attacking the village of Rauray. He was 
aged just 19. He is buried in Hottot-les-Bagues 
Cemtery, 14km south-east of Bayeux. 
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Kiplings in the Women’s Land Army 

 
The records of six Kipling women who served in the Women’s Land Army have also been 
released. This was a service, initially voluntary but later conscripted, in which women 
replaced men fighting the war in agricultural work. It did exist during the later part of WW1 
but was revived at the outbreak of WW2. Two cards are shown below. 
 

 
 
The first is that of Gwendoline Kipling of London N16 of the Dean family group, a tailor’s 
machinist at the outbreak of war and subsequently a temporary hospital orderly. 
 

 
1939. 38 Allerton Rd., Stoke Newington. 

 
She joined the WLA in May 1943, aged 20 and was sent to Wiltshire. She resigned on 
medical grounds at the end of that year 
 
The other is for Vivien Eugenie Kipling, also of the Dean family group, and daughter of John 
Covington Kipling and his wife Gertrude (nee Joyce), served for a much longer time, joining 
in 1940 and remaining until the day the WLA was finally stood down (30 Nov 1950). 
Originally serving in her home county of Hertfordshire, she also worked in Suffolk and 
Huntingdonshire. The record card notes her involvement with poultry, something she was 
already doing in 1939. 
 

 
1939 Deben , Suffolk 

 
 To be continued 
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Kiplings in the WW2 Royal Artillery 

 
Partial records of those who served in the Royal Artillery during WW2 have also been 
released. Nineteen Kiplings are included.  
 

Name

Enlistment 

Date Military Unit

Albert Kipling 06-Apr-38 Royal Engineers

Albert 

Charles Kipling
16-Dec-43 51 Trg Regt RA (Anti-Tank)

Arthur 

William Kipling
11-Sep-41 73 Coast Training Regiment

B. E Kipling 65 HAA Rgt

Christopher Edwin 

Rudyard Kipling
26-Jul-40 14 Medium Regt RA

Clarence 

Harold Kipling
18-Sep-41 625 Regiment Royal Artillery

Clifford Kipling 16-Apr-42 264 Anti-Aircraft Regt RA

David Kipling 18-Jul-40 25 Trg Regt RA (Medium & Hvy)

Ernest 

Stephenson Kipling
18-Apr-40 6 Trg Regt RA (Field)

Ernest 

William Kipling
16-Oct-39 100 Hvy Anti-Aircraft Regt RA

Henry Havelock 

Allen Kipling
72 Fld Regt RA (TA)

Harold Kipling 25 Bn Durham LI

James Kipling 71st Field Regt Ra (TA)

Lionel 

George Kipling
30-Sep-40 236 Medium Bty RA

Mathew Kipling 15-Nov-40 231 Trg Regt RA (Searchlight)

Reginald 

Harry Kipling
30-Jan-50 Royal Artillery

S Kipling 159 Field Regt RA

Stanley Kipling 30-Sep-40 34 Trg Regt RA (Sigs)

William Henry 

Kipling
15-Mar-40 X (Iv) List N A

 
 
A typical tracer card and attestation record are those of Arthur William Kipling. Neither 
unfortunately provide enough information to identify which Arthur William it might be, 
there being at least two of military age.  
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Past and future poets! 

 

      
 
Robert Burns Kipling was born 46 years after the death of the Scottish poet and 42 years 
before Rudyard Kipling published his first volume of poems. He was from the Staindrop 
family group. 
 

 


